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cient Christianity" or by the subjects of its modern
revivals: it is probable that she may thereby have been
led, as others have been, to a reconsideration of the
creeds of Christendom, and to further inquiry concern-
ing their origin.

On the same grounds it is likely that the presenta-
tion of social virtues, apart from evangelical motives,
would impress her j and 1 have authority for stating
that to the inquiry of a friend in after-years, as to what
influence she attributed the first unsettlement of her
orthodox views, she quickly made answer: "Oh, Wal-
ter Scott's."    Now I well remember her speaking to
me of Robert Hull's confession that he  had  been
made unhappy for a week by the reading of Miss
Edgeworth's Tales, in which useful, good, and pleasant
lives are lived with no reference to religious hopes
and fears \ and her drawing my attention to the real
greatness of mind and sincerity of faith which this
candid confession betokened.    Such remarks, I think,
throw light upon the way in which her own evangel-
ical belief had been affected by works in which its
dogmas are not enforced as necessary springs of virtu-
ous action,

I give these scattered reminiscences, in evidence of
the half-unconscious preparation (of which Mr. Cross
speaks) for a change which was, in my judgment,
more gradual in its development, as well as deeper in
its character, than might be inferred from the record
of its abrupt following upon Miss Evans's introduction
to Mr. Hcnncll's " Inquiry concerning the Origin of

Christianity."

The evening's discussion with my father, to which I
have referred in my previous communication in the
J( Life," Is now vividly present to my mind. There wasng the disciples of "An-ar-
